
Design for Practice: Knitting 

April 6, 2016 
Idea is still to do knitting, but specifically knitting for online communities. I’m a 
self-taught knitter from watching videos. However, I find it difficult to read 
knitting patterns. Some of this is intentional. I like knitting as a mindless activity 
and I feel that patterns will complicate things. On the other hand, I feel 
inauthentic because I can’t read knitting patterns. Plus, I’d like to learn how to 
make cooler things besides my basic designs.  
 
Solution: design a system for effectively teaching self-taught knitters how to read 
knitting patterns. 
 
Observations: 

- How do I go about doing these? Do I continue watching videos? Or do I 
need to find a knitting circle? 

 
Make it autoethnographical. In that case, document a lot.  
 
On the other hand, I could have someone watch the videos and learn how to knit 
from them. Then interview them.  
 

Websites 
Wool and the Gang 

● http://www.woolandthegang.com/  
● Learned how to knit from them 
● http://www.woolandthegang.com/videos 

 
Problem: teaching you in videos how to make things, but don’t teach patterns 
 

April 9, 2016 
I don’t like knitting patterns. 
 
Is it because I can’t read them? Or is it because I appreciate the mindlessness of 
being able to knit without focusing on a pattern? I like being able to put in a 
movie and feel productive because I’m making something, while watching the 
movie. Otherwise, I get this weird guilt of wasting time by watching a movie. 

http://www.woolandthegang.com/
http://www.woolandthegang.com/videos


 
Making the best use of my time.  
Guideline examples:  
Google - 
http://www.google.com/design/spec/material-design/introduction.html  
Microsoft - 
https://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/windows/apps/hh465424.aspx 
Apple - 
https://developer.apple.com/library/mac/documentation/UserExperience/Conc
eptual/OSXHIGuidelines/index.html 
Miscellaneous - 
http://usabilitygeek.com/official-usability-user-experience-user-interface-guidel
ines-from-companies/  
 
 

 

Interview with Mary Anderson (20): 
How did you go about learning to knit? 
 
The first time I tried to learn to knit there was a couple of ladies at church doing a 
class. That didn't stick because the way they were teaching didn't make sense to 
me. Several years later, I found the knitting needles I'd bought for those lessons 
and wanted to try to learn again. I ended up looking at various tutorials online and 
taught myself using those. 
 
Do you remember what tutorials you used? 
 
How cast had a really good one that I used but I also really like knitting tips with 
Judy 
 
Both of those are on YouTube 
 
What did you find useful about them? And on the other side, what was not 
useful/hard to follow? 
 
Really useful: being able to go back and watch them whenever I need to and 
giving easy to understand explanations of what they are doing  
 
Not so helpful: you tubers cannot give you feedback about your abilities 
 
What made the teaching style of the ladies at church difficult? 

http://www.google.com/design/spec/material-design/introduction.html
https://msdn.microsoft.com/en-us/library/windows/apps/hh465424.aspx
https://developer.apple.com/library/mac/documentation/UserExperience/Conceptual/OSXHIGuidelines/index.html
https://developer.apple.com/library/mac/documentation/UserExperience/Conceptual/OSXHIGuidelines/index.html
http://usabilitygeek.com/official-usability-user-experience-user-interface-guidelines-from-companies/
http://usabilitygeek.com/official-usability-user-experience-user-interface-guidelines-from-companies/


 
They would move too quickly and they would just have one way of teaching so if 
that was not a way that you could understand you were in trouble 
 
Do you read knitting patterns at all? 
 
I do indeed read knitting patterns. 
 
How did you learn to read those? 
 
Here and there. A lot of knitting patterns will actually tell you how to read them in 
the key and if there was a specific stitch I didn't know, I would just Google it to 
find a video or some kind of explanation 
 
Did you say your roommate or one of your friends also knits? 
Yeah! My roommate has been knitting since she was a little kid 
 
Oohh okay. So not self-taught. I'm targeting self-taught for my project. But 
doesn't she criticize your stitching or something? 
 
She judges my technique haha it's just odd to her because she doesn't knit quite 
the same way that I do 
 
Would you say your technique came from how the videos taught you or just from 
your personal style? 
 
I think it's just from my personal style. Once I understood how the stitches were 
formed I just started holding the yarn how I felt comfortable. Since nobody was 
there to tell me it was odd I didn't change and it's habit now 
 
Sites Mary Used: 

● Howcast Knitting guides - 
http://www.howcast.com/guides/1052-how-to-knit/ 

● Knitting Tips by Judy - https://www.youtube.com/user/knittingtipsbyjudy; 
http://www.knittingtipsbyjudy.com/  

 
 
My website could be a place for different learning styles.  
 
Submit your own knitting how-tos. 
 
My prototype could be knitting patterns, but the guidelines could be for 
submitting anything to the site.  

http://www.howcast.com/guides/1052-how-to-knit/
https://www.youtube.com/user/knittingtipsbyjudy
http://www.knittingtipsbyjudy.com/


 

April 10, 2016 

Ravelry 

 
Ugh. I have to make a login. Boo.  
 
Getting started: http://www.ravelry.com/tour/getting-started  
 
Apps: http://www.ravelry.com/about/apps  
 
This led me to Chart Minder http://www.chart-minder.com/ ; Chart Minder is an 
online app designed to make it easy to create, chart and follow patterns, for 
knitters, crocheters, even cross-stitchers. 
 
Article about Ravelry: 
http://www.slate.com/articles/technology/technology/2011/07/a_tightknit_co
mmunity.html 

● “connection via craft” 
 
Wondering - could I redesign this site and create a guideline for how to make the 
apps consistent with the look?  
 
 
If not, I could design my own.  
 

http://www.ravelry.com/tour/getting-started
http://www.ravelry.com/about/apps
http://www.chart-minder.com/
http://www.slate.com/articles/technology/technology/2011/07/a_tightknit_community.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/technology/technology/2011/07/a_tightknit_community.html


 
Pocket Yarn: http://pocketyarn.com/ 

● “An easy way to discover your favorite ravelry patterns” 
● Seems like a lot of these apps are designed to utilize the Ravelry API to 

make the site more usable.  
 
County Plus: 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.bobbinsmag.countyplus 

● Counts for you. That’s a big issue for me. I hate counting. 
 
Pattern Manager: http://knitnote.com/ 

● “Knit Note is an amazing pattern manager for iOS. Quickly and easily import 
your patterns from a PDF, Image, or even Ravelry! Annotate your patterns 
by double-tapping the page, export your notes, track your place, and zoom 
in to that tiny color chart. Knit Note makes it easy to focus on your knitting.” 

 
Just so outdated looking. 
 
 
I guess I want to target different learning styles. So, targeting people who are new 
to knitting and want to learn more.  
 
Getting started: 

● Notebook of your projects 
● Forum 

 
 

April 11, 2016 

Interview with Charlee Hogan (23):  
How do you rank your knitting ability? When/how did you first start 
learning to knit? 

I would say I'm a beginner at knitting. I'm not terrible but there's definitely room 
to improve haha I've only ever tried to knit a scarf and almost finished but then 
got busy lol I started learning when I was little but then I forgot how to do it 
because I hadn't done it in so long. Then about three years ago my friend was 
knitting a scarf and she taught me how again. 
 
 

http://pocketyarn.com/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.bobbinsmag.countyplus
http://knitnote.com/


What did you find helpful when your friend taught you? And on the other side, not 
so helpful. 
I'm definitely someone who learns by demonstration so her showing me how to 
do it step by step was very helpful. The only thing not helpful was when I was 
doing it alone for the first time and had trouble haha she wasn't there to help me 
fix what I messed up so then I was googling and you tubing what I did wrong 
 
Oh so you did go online! Do you remember what tutorials you used? What did you 
find helpful with the online resources? 
I didn't end up using any of the tutorials online because I couldn't figure it out so I 
just waited for my friend haha I just went onto YouTube. 
 
What made them hard to figure out? Like, was it difficult to discover or was it 
they way they explained things? 
The tutorials were hard to figure out because I'm such a hands on learner that I 
couldn't follow what they were doing. 
 
What was it about your friend's teaching that made it easier to learn? 
Showing me step by step exactly where my hands should be and different ways 
to hold everything 
 

Interview with Mary Beene (~40): 
What kind of knitter do you consider yourself?  
I am an occasional knitter, just scarves and simple stitches and patterns. 

 
When did you first learn to knit? 
I learned to knit about 13 years ago from my mother-in-law. Everyone got a scarf 
that year for Christmas 
 
So when you do knit, do you follow patterns? 
A little. I have an Afghan started and I've done one scarf by a pattern 
 
What's your preferred method of starting a knitting project? (i.e. pattern, by 
memory, etc) 
I have a book that reminds me between projects about casting on and then I 
generally go by memory. 
 
Have you gone online to look for inspiration? 
Yes, mostly for yarns, but sometimes for patterns 
 
Are there any sites you prefer to use? 

https://www.facebook.com/mary.h.beene


Lion brand yarn. They also have a newsletter 
 
Do you get/read the newsletter? If so, what do you enjoy reading about it? 
I haven't read it in a while, but I used to read it regularly and look at the patterns. 
 
What kinds of things did they talk about in the newsletter? What did you find 
helpful about the patterns? 
They were able to be specific about how much yarn you'd need for a project. Also, 
having a picture of the finished project to compare with the patterns 
 
What do you think about knitting patterns in general? Like, do you think they're 
fairly accessible to follow? 
I find the patterns themselves fairly accessible, especially simple ones. However 
as soon as there are more than the two basic stitches it gets complicated. I have 
to flip around to see how to do the new stitch and then flip back to the pattern to 
count, all with my hands full of yarn and needles. Does that make sense? 
 
So if you had one website or app that you could use as a home base for all your 
knitting needs, what info would it have? Also, would you prefer an app or a 
website more? 
I'm more likely to use a website, but I think I'm in the minority. And an app would 
be cool if it had a section on "practice" stitches where you just cast on a short 
piece, did a little practice piece with new stitches and felt like you mastered them 
and THEN counted the pattern with you.  
 
I can see in my mind something where it would have different colors and it would 
count - 1-2-3-4 along with you as you cast on and then got going. You could even 
have it be programmable for your own pattern creations. You give it one row and 
then tell it you want 12 rows of that and then 10 rows of something else. I always 
forget how to cast on between projects, so even just a cast on counter would be 
GREAT with a reminder of how to do it. Another interesting piece would be a 
"conversion counter" to help you convert different yarn widths to different 
projects, so I could take a lion yarn pattern for one yarn and use it with something 
else. -- how much do I need then? 
 
 

Interview with Kitty Quitmeyer (~30): 
What kind of knitter do you consider yourself? How did you first start 
learning to knit? 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1920875


I think I'm an intermediate/advanced knitter, and I started as a kid - my mom and 
grandmother taught me. I let it lie fallow for a while and then got back into it in 
high school 
 
So, in order to get back into it, did you get help from either/both your mom or 
grandmother? Or were you able to pick it back up fairly easily? 
 
I think I asked my mom for help with some things. Like when she taught me as a 
kid, I never learned how to cast on or off, but I wanted to learn in high school, so I 
asked her to show me. Anything else I wanted to learn from that point, I looked 
up on the Internet or in a book. 
 
But the basic stitches, knit & purl, came back to me like riding a bike 
 
Do you remember what sites you used to look up knitting tips? Do you use online 
resources now for knitting purposes? 
 
Hm, I don't remember then, but now I look at YouTube videos when I don't know 
how to do a knit stitch (or more often a crochet stitch, since I'm a lot worse at 
crochet than knitting) 
 
And I use Ravelry to look up patterns now, or sometimes AllFreeKnitting.com 
I also use the Stitch and Bitch superstar knitting book for more advanced 
techniques like embroidery, stranded knitting, intarsia and stuff like that 
 
What are your thoughts about Ravelry? 
I like Ravelry, but it can be a bit overwhelming - there's so much stuff on there! 
And I wish they had a better mobile app 
 
As far as knitting patterns go, what kinds of patterns do you like to use? Some are 
just really difficult to follow, so I wondered if you have a preferred kind. 
I use whatever patterns, I'm not as intimidated by tough patterns as I used to be. I 
definitely like the stitch & bitch ones, and I'm getting into amigurumi stuff lately 
too 
 
But my favorite things to make are sort of big things with lots of pattern repeats 
so you learn the pattern after a few times and keep knocking it out. I've been 
making lots of baby blankets lately (I have a lot of pregnant friends!) 
 
I like to knit while I watch movies, read, or even walk, and it's easier to do that if 
you're not following a super complicated pattern - but I'm willing to focus on a 
tough pattern now and then and give it all of my attention 
 



What do you think could make patterns more accessible? 
Hm, what would make patterns more accessible... I like it when they have a 
difficulty guide so you know what you're getting into. I like knitty.com too and 
how their patterns say easy, tangy, advanced (or whatever their key words are). I 
also think that patterns and apps could have hyperlinks to explanations of terms 
or videos of how to do a particular stitch. It can be tricky when you're going along 
fine and you suddenly see something like "ktbl" and have no idea what it means. 
It'd be cool if terms like that could be hyperlinked to explanations 
 
Back to Ravelry, what would you like to see improved in their app? What are you 
looking for in a knitting app? 
I haven't used that Ravelry app in a while, but it's not an official Ravelry app, right? 
As I recall, it's like someone set up an app that you can access Ravelry through. I 
don't think it's very appealing visually - sort of old looking 
 
I like their "favorite" feature, because I often just want to bookmark something for 
later. I don't use a lot of their other features, like the stash inventory. They seem 
like they could be very helpful, but they also clutter things up a bit 
 
What would make an app more useful than a website, for instance? Are there 
features you think that would be more conducive for an app vs. a website? 
Hmmm... I think that for me, most of what I would want from an app would be my 
favorite list of patterns I've selected and some basic search capabilities of other 
patterns. I think a website could be more detailed, more search options, and 
maybe more social? 
 
But I think that I would probably mostly use the app as a pattern library of sorts, 
without caring as much about being able to find every pattern out there or what 
my friends are knitting or whatever. I'm not too sure about this though, just some 
thoughts 
 
 
 

Interview with Hannah Glazebrook (~30): 
What kind of knitter do you consider yourself?  
Hm... I guess I would consider myself a novice knitter and a hobbyist 

knitter. I mostly make blankets and scarves. And when I make more complicated 
stuff, it's that I make a longer piece of work and then sew it into different shapes... 
"Sew" 
 
How did you learn to knit? 

https://www.facebook.com/hannahjane.glazebrook


I learned from reading a "teach yourself to knit" book 
 
How do you work with more complicated projects? For instance, do you use 
patterns? 
I just kind of wing it lol. Patterns are hard because I have different sized needles 
and different yarn thickness so that's an art I haven't mastered. I usually make 
pieces that don't need to be measured like blankets or scarves. I just kind of knit 
and perl a pattern for about 10-30 rows and then repeat it or alter it for the 
remainder. So it kind of comes to me as I'm doing it rather than planning it out. 
 
But I guess for the rest of the piece l use the pattern or template I did in the 
beginning to structure the rest 
 
What kinds of things have you sewn together? 
I made a queen sized blanket by making strips of blanket about 1.5 feet wide by 5 
or 6 feet long 
 
And then seeing them together. Also pouches to put iPads and kindles in 
 
Those were strips I folded in half and sewed up the sides to make a pouch, and 
then wove through braided yarn at the top to make a drawstring 
 
What do you think makes patterns potentially difficult to read? 
When you're using patterns for sewing (I assume that's what you mean by 
patterns), you just cut fabric to specific sizes. 
 
But with knitting, the needles come in different sizes which control the size of the 
holes. Most patterns do give needle sizes 
 
But if you use a heavier or thicker yarn, then what you knit could end up 
differently sized than intended I think 
 
Would you say it's a problem of supplies rather than usability of patterns? 
I haven't really looked at many. I used them when I was first learning and I kept 
tangling things up when I tried to drop stitches or switch back and forth between 
knit and perl inside a row. 
 
So I kinda just gave up on it for a while. 
 
And I never really wanted to take the time to measure a person to make the 
shapes right. 
 



If you had one website or app that you could use as a home base for all your 
knitting needs, what info would it have? Also, would you prefer an app or a 
website more? 
Hm... probably a website because when you're knitting you can't also be holding a 
phone but a laptop could sit on a table in front of you and you could see it. 
 
It would probably have patterns and ideas, tips and videos to show you how to do 
a certain step and maybe links to good places to buy supplies like yarn. 
 
It would also be cool to have people's ratings of different patterns, supplies and 
ideas; like recipe websites where people could be like "this turns out great" or 
other feedback. 
 
I'd also love feedback on different brands of yarn before I buy them online, like 
"this one is super soft and great for blankets and scarves" vs "this one is really 
warm, but coarse etc etc. 
 
 

Interview with Jennifer Teeter (28-30): 
So, you said that you gave up on knitting. Why did you give up?  
So I never understood how the needles worked with the yarn. Like 

crocheting I understand, one hook, it grabs the yarn and pulls through the 
previous loop. I couldn't figure out how to hold the needles and yarn together. 
And the patterns seemed really daunting because I couldn't master the simple 
stuff 
 
How did you go about learning to knit? 
From friends. I think I tried to use Internet tutorials in the early days of Internet 
tutorials. Lol. I learned to crochet one on one from my aunt. 
 
How long have you been crocheting? And, to follow up, about how long after 
you'd been crocheting did you try to knit? 
I learned to crochet when I was probs 9 or 10. And I tried knitting when I was in 
college, 20ish. I don't crochet often but I’ve tried several gifts with it, I have books 
on it, I have my grandmother's hooks. So it's much more a part of my character 
than knitting ever was. If that makes sense (michael nitsche real talk). Lol 
 
What do you think is most important when learning to knit or crochet? 
I'm a visual thinker, so I have to understand and envision what is happening with 
the yarn and needles/hook. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/teeterrific


if you had one website or app that you could use as a home base for all your 
knitting needs (including how to learn to knit), what info would it have? Also, 
would you prefer an app or a website more? 
Probably a website. I like to set my laptop on my coffee table while I craft on the 
floor. It'd probs have videos of each type of stitch, starting, stopping, adding 
colors, etc. It'd be really helpful to have videos of different angles. A message 
board for help, discussion, sharing. Patterns and finished projects...but not like 
Pinterest style where you know you won't live up to it 
 
The videos are poor for the machine? 
yeah. they stopped making them in the 80s or 90s so it's just weird old women 
doing videos. but i feel like i need a video showing the process from the bottom 
to get a mental understanding. 
 

Interview with Sarah Maney (23): 
What kind of knitter would you consider yourself? How did you learn to 
knit? 

 
Yes. An enthusiastic beginner with a tendency to get bored easily. I learned by by 
Aunt teaching me and then later by reading up more on knitting online. 
 
What online resources have you used? 
Pinterest, wikihow, and YouTube. 
 
Was there a tutorial that stood out? 
Not really, I was mainly just trying to remember what my aunt taught me years 
ago. 
 
Was having an instructor teach you necessary, do you think? 
No, I think that if you try hard enough you can definitely teach yourself easily. I 
think having someone to ask questions to is nice, but not really necessary. 
 
What kinds of things do you knit? 
I attempt to knit scarfs but it hasn't been successful yet. I'm hoping to knit baby 
blankets as gifts in the future once I get used to loom knitting. 
 
Have you tried reading knitting patterns? 
I have tried reading knitting patterns, but, so far, they are beyond my skill level to 
interpret. So, I read the instructions on how to do it row by row. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/sarah.maney.1


What do you think makes them hard to interpret? And can you clarify what kinds 
of instructions tell you do it row by row? 
I think knitting patterns are hard to interpret b/c it's really hard to even figure out 
what they are. The pictures they give you don't make much sense and I've yet to 
find an explanation of how to read them easily. 
 
To clarify: when I bought my loom knitting kit it came with a small instruction 
manual with a pattern for each of the things the kit can convert into. It tells you 
how to make each project in words instead of a knitting pattern. 
 
If you had one website or app that you could use as a home base for all your 
knitting needs, what info would it have? Also, would you prefer an app or a 
website more? 
I would prefer an app! I would like if it had easily interpreted instructions on a 
wide variety of project ideas. From everything to blankets to coffee cozies to 
scarves and children's toys. It would be cool if it recommended what type of yarn 
would be best for each project in terms of thickness and texture, not because of a 
brand or trying to sell something like most websites. 
 
So like Pinterest? And for the instructions, do you prefer scrolling lists or ones 
you click through? (like instructables, which does step by step 
http://www.instructables.com/id/Knitting-Lessons-Cast-On-Techniques/) 
Yes, that would be cool! And I'm okay with either, really. I would probably prefect 
scrolling lists though so I can knit and read it at the same time without having to 
stop to change the page. 
 

Interview with Molly McCarthy (~60): 
You said that you tried knitting once, but stopped. What made you stop? 
Kids, army life and other family activities. I would try things over the years, 

rip it apart and try to crochet instead. Now I just don't have the patience. But 
there are ladies that sit in meetings and work on things. Have things made by 
others, but just can't get going again. Someday......... 
 
 
 
 

Interview with Jean Cassidy (~60): 
When/how did you learn to knit? 

http://www.instructables.com/id/Knitting-Lessons-Cast-On-Techniques/
http://www.instructables.com/id/Knitting-Lessons-Cast-On-Techniques/


My grandmother taught me to knit. I would guess that I was middle school age. I 
did a fair amount of knitting when I was in graduate school, making sweaters from 
patterns. 
 
Where did you find the patterns? 
I found the patterns at craft stores. Some were in books of knitting patterns (i.e. 
how to knit different designs). Some were patterns for a single sweater. One or 
two were kits that included the yarn to make a specific sweater with a specific 
design. I enjoyed the creative process of knitting 
 
What did you enjoy about knitting? 
I enjoyed the creative process of knitting, making something useful and pretty out 
of yarn. I also enjoyed using it to give useful but personal and unique gifts to 
family members. I'm not sure if I ever knitted anything for myself, but I did make 
sweaters for my grandparents, my husband, and some of my siblings. 
 
If you had one website or app that you could use as a home base for all your 
knitting needs, what info would it have? Also, would you prefer an app or a 
website more? 
I would prefer a website because I don't have a smartphone. Useful information 
would include illustrated "how to knit" for beginners, illustrations for various 
stitches, patterns, including a list of all needed equipment (such as needle sizes 
and types, stitch holders, weight of yarn to use, etc.), and either offer yarn and 
equipment for sale or list sites offering them. 
 
What would you say makes a pattern helpful or easy to follow? On the other side, 
what makes a pattern hard to follow? 
Pictures are definitely a help in making a pattern easier to follow, especially if you 
are new to knitting or have not done it in a while. For example, since I have not 
knit anything in about 20 years, I would probably have to look at a picture to 
remind myself how to cast on to get started. One thing that makes patterns 
difficult to follow is if they assume that you know the knitting jargon and/or know 
how to do different stitches without explanation. A very experienced knitter 
needs less explanation, so a pattern that included directions for the beginner and 
directions for the experienced knitter would be great! 
 
 

Interview with Nicole Alleva (20): 
One, what kind of knitter do you consider yourself? Two, how did you learn 
to knit? 



I consider myself to be an intermediate level knitter. I learned how to knit from 
my nana. 
 
What kinds of things do you knit? 
Scarves. I crochet hats and blankets 
 
Do you prefer knitting or crocheting? 
Crocheting is easier but I like knitting better. I forgot that I also knit socks. 
 
Why do you like knitting better? Do you read patterns? 
I like the stitches better on something knit. And I kind of can. My grandma usually 
helps me the first time I try a new pattern 
 
What makes them difficult, do you think? 
I'm not used to reading them so I like to double check with her to make sure I'm 
doing it right. 
 
What do you think would make them easier to read? 
I don't think anything would make them easier. I just don't know all the 
techniques and terms which makes it hard 
 
Where do you go to look for patterns? 
Lions brand website 
 
I also have a book for socks 
 
If you had one website or app that you could use as a home base for all your 
knitting needs, what info would it have? Also, would you prefer an app or a 
website more? 
I would prefer an app and it would have video tutorials, patterns, and needs and 
other tools. 
 
 
 

Interview with Caitlyn Hathaway (23): 
What kind of knitter do you consider yourself?  
As for what kind of knitter I am, definitely beginner. I picked it up 
because I needed a hobby to relieve stress and to make some cheap 

Christmas gifts. 
 
How did you learn to knit (i.e. do you remember which videos you used)? 



This is the video I used the most! Her voice is super annoying, but it had the best 
quality, so I could see clearly what she was doing.  
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=ONVQCK_-rKc 
 
Can you tell me more about how this particular video helped?  
I used this one like I said because of the quality, she spoke slowly, and there were 
good close-up shots of how to cast on, create the stitches, and cast off. There was 
also something about the blue yarn and silver needles (and her nails) that just 
made it all look very clean, and sort of calming. I watched another one with bright 
neon green yarn and it just stressed me out. 
 
What kinds of things have you knitted? 
Haha I have knitted 1.5 scarves.  
 
Did you follow a pattern to make the scarves or the video? 
The scarf that I actually completed I just did the same stitch over and over to get 
the hang of it. So that one is just one type of stitch all the way through. The other 
one is the same because I was in a hurry and couldn't figure out how to read a 
knitting pattern haha 
 
What do you think makes knitting patterns hard to read?  
I don't really remember, honestly. I just remember looking at it and being like, "I 
need someone to show me how to read this." 
 
If you had one website or app that you could use as a home base for all your 
knitting needs, what info would it have? Also, would you prefer an app or a 
website more? 
Tutorial videos! A guide to deciphering knitting patterns. I think an app would be 
awesome. Also, if there was some guide to tell you what yarn and what needles to 
use for each project, that would be awesome. 
 

April 12, 2016 

Interview with Trey Haddon (~30): 
What kind of knitter do you consider yourself?  
I consider myself to be a novice knitter. I take pride that I use needles, 

cause it's the old fashioned way. 
 
How did you learn to knit? 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=ONVQCK_-rKc
https://www.facebook.com/treighton.haddon


Yet, I recently learned loom knitting for knit caps and LOVE it because it's so much 
faster. I learned to knit via YouTube and seminary friends. I find peace and 
therapeutic  
 
Do you remember what YouTube videos you used? What did you find helpful in 
the videos vs. helpful in person? 
i honestly can't remember the exact videos... i could watch a very small portion 
and then pause it and complete the action. Then repeat the process. In person 
was great because I could see and get feedback as I did it correct/wrong. I also 
felt more confidence when I did it one on one in person than when I watched the 
video. I was always afraid it was going to fall apart, especially when learning how 
to cast off. hahahaha 
 
 
 

Interview with Kaiti Craven (~22): 
Notes: crocheter, interested in trying out knitting; probably 21 or 22 
 

What interests you to try knitting? 
Well, it's just a different style of creating something out of nothing but some 
string. There is so much you can do knitting that you can't necessarily do 
crocheting. Intricate patterns, creating images in the fabric you're creating, and 
things of that nature. Once I learn, I'd actually like to be able to combine the two 
styles of creation. I've seen many patterns that call for a combination of knitting 
and crocheting, and I'd love to be able to do them. 
 
How are planning on going about learning to knit? How did you learn to crochet? 
My aunt taught me to crochet using a guide book with all the basic stitches in it, 
so I'll probably just try to teach myself from a guide book. 
 
What would you say it is about books that is more appealing? 
When something is written down, it is almost always easier for me to understand 
as opposed to trying to figure out what is being said while I'm being shown 
something. When I put something together, I use the instructions. I'm the same 
way crocheting. 
 
Even though you prefer books, if you hypothetically had one website or app that 
you could use as a home base for all your knitting needs, what info would it have? 
Also, would you prefer an app or a website more? 
I'd probably prefer a website to an app just because you can always link a website 
to another if the other one has a better explanation for it. And I'd want a website 

https://www.facebook.com/kaitlyn.craven


with a step by step diagrams for stitches, and with plenty of patterns. Also, a help 
section for when you're having trouble with something and can't figure it out. 
 
What would you say makes certain instructions/patterns easier to read than 
others? 
Explaining their shorthand clearly, an easily readable picture, something that 
doesn't take 10 minutes just to try to understand what you think they want you to 
use 
 
When you start a project, how do you set up your environment? 
Half the time it's in class, sometimes it's on the couch watching a movie, 
sometimes it's in bed just laying down. It varies a lot 
 
What about when you're teaching yourself something new? 
Same thing. I don't necessarily need silence to concentrate on what I'm doing, so 
it's usually just however I'm comfortable at the time 
 

Interview with Lynn Downie (~50): 
Notes: crocheter who tried knitting and then gave up on both 
 

How did you learn to knit? What made you try knitting? 
I learned to knit using a little booklet of instructions. As I mentioned in my 
comment, I had been doing crochet for some time, and several of us who were 
gymnastics moms at the time would work on our needlework while waiting for 
our daughters. One of the other moms knit, so I thought I'd give it a try for a 
change of pace. Ended up going back to crochet instead of knitting. Now, I don't 
do either. 
 
To clarify, when you say gym moms, you're referring to gymnastics? Why do you 
no longer do either? (no wrong or right answer, just gathering info) What kinds of 
things would you knit and crochet? 
Right - moms waiting for daughters at gymnastics for 3-4 hours a day, five days a 
week. Lots of time to spend waiting, so needlework made it more productive. The 
only thing I ever successfully knit was a dishcloth, whereas I crocheted several 
baby blankets, an afghan, numerous ponchos, as well as dishcloths. Time 
constraints were one issue, but also, numbness in my fingers became an issue, 
gradually getting worse. 
 
Did you read patterns when making these objects? 

https://www.facebook.com/lynn.downie.16


For the dishcloths, baby blankets, and afghan, yes, either a complete pattern for 
the item, or at least a pattern for the design/sequence, with modifications to size. 
For the ponchos, I developed my own patterns as I designed these pieces. 
 
What would you say makes a pattern helpful or easy to follow? On the other side, 
what makes a pattern hard to follow? 
Hmm, it's been so long ago, I'm not sure. Flexibility, maybe, since I'm left-handed, 
because some patterns don't translate as well into left-handed needlework for 
some reason. 
 
If you hypothetically had one website or app that you could use as a home base 
for all your knitting needs, what info would it have?  
Tips on types of yarn for specific projects, simple patterns which could be 
personalized, maybe items to combine with hand-made items for gifting.  
 
Would you prefer an app or a website more? 
And I would prefer a website so that I could use it on both phone and computer, 
especially since I might want to leave the screen up to look at while working on a 
pattern, and it would be easier to position the larger screen of a computer or 
tablet than a phone. 
 
 

Interview with Brittany Beasley (~22): 
What kind of knitter do you consider yourself?  
I knit casually for fun because it's very relaxing for me 

 
How did you learn to knit? 
I learned to knit when my mom taught me in eighth grade. We would watch a sci 
fi show in her room and she taught me how to cast on, do a knit stitch, and purl  
 
What kinds of things do you knit? Do you follow patterns to knit them? 
I knit prayer squares, scarves, hats, and gloves. Most of the time I follow a pattern, 
but sometimes I do my own thing. 
 
 
 

Interview with Madison Corthell (~20): 
Could you tell me more about your experience dabbling in knitting? 
My grandma crochets and she had a neighbor who went to our church. 

Every Friday I would go to her house for a few hours and she would teach me to 



knit. Then I couldn't go anymore because my mom's work schedules changed. So 
I knit on my own. I knit clothes for my stuffed animals. 
 
How do you go about starting a new knitting project? 
I'm not much of a planner, so I just start knitting and it's always fun to see what 
the yarn turns into. 
 
Do you read knitting patterns at all? Do you go to any particular places to find 
inspiration? 
No. I haven't knotted in so long too 
 
If you hypothetically had one website or app that you could use as a home base 
for all your knitting needs, what info would it have? Would you prefer an app or a 
website? 
I'd prefer an app because I'm always on my phone, but a website is much more 
versitile. It would have a short bio, product information, contact info. 
 

 

Interview with Martin Pruitt (~25): 
What kind of knitter do you consider yourself? How did you learn to knit? 

I would consider myself a novice knitter with a lot of practice. I learned how to 
knit from friends while working at summer camp a few years back. I learned with 
normal needles but figured out that I can make hats pretty quick and consistent 
on a circle loom so that's all I use now. 
 
Did your friends teach you both knitting with needles and on the loom? What did 
you find helpful from being taught in person as opposed to teaching yourself? 
My friends taught me on needles and it was good to get the basics. I don't think 
that I could have taught myself just because it seems pretty technical. With the 
base from them I taught myself on the loom and it was pretty easy. 
 
Tell me more about the hats you make. How do you go about starting a new 
project? 
Well, a few years back I was walking in downtown Asheville wearing one of the 
hats I make [sic] on my loom (maybe even the same one you watched me make) It 
was really cold and windy that day and a homeless man said "nice hat" I didn't 
think anything of it and just said thank you until he said "it looks really warm". That 
kind of caught me off guard because I wear a hat to stay warm for the two 
minutes between my car, house, or store, or maybe for an hour or two of walking 
around. But he had no hat and wasn't going anywhere. I would like to say that I 
gave him the hat off of my head that day but I didn't really think about it until later 



and he was gone when I went back. So every year during September and October 
I start working on some hats in neutral colors. I use a large loom for the hat body, 
a baby loom for ears, and I always put a puff ball on top. Because puff balls are 
awesome and I refuse to believe otherwise. I give a few to homeless folks that 
come to the church for room in the inn and I take the others with me when I am 
heading into the city and give them to people who comment on it (a surprisingly 
large group) or homeless folks without warm looking hats when it's cold. Last year 
I made 14 and easily gave away all of them. 
 
I've always wanted to take a picture with one of the people I gave them too, and 
myself wearing the hats but I don't want to put them on display for receiving my 
gift. All together each hat costs me about 6 dollars, takes about 3 hours and lasts 
forever. I'm sure that other people could make them faster and cheaper, but I like 
to use thick wool yarn that I can muss up to not show any gaps and I only buy one 
skeen at a time. 
 
How did you think to put together all the pieces? Did you use a pattern? Also, puff 
balls are amazing. How do you make one? 
I first made just a hat and it came out as a skull cap which I don't find overly 
comfortable. So then I figured that two baby hats sewed onto the cap flat make 
great ear flaps that I can put some extra yarn on for tassles. For a puff ball you just 
wrap yarn around your fingers about 20 times and then tie a knot around the 
middle of the circle loops and cut the edges, fluff it up and it makes an awesome 
puff ball or pom pom. 
 
I've never seen a pattern, I just make them to be comfortable. 
 
This is probably more hypothetical for you, since you kind of figured it all out 
yourself, but if you hypothetically had one website or app that you could use as a 
home base for all your knitting needs, what info would it have? Also, would you 
prefer an app or a website more? 
I would have preferred a website, an app seems like it probably wouldn't be as 
helpful for this kind of learning. It would probably look kind of like a pinterest 
board with ideas, tutorials, quick fixes,... 
 
If you hypothetically wanted to learn to knit something new, how do you think 
you'd go about learning it? 
I would either search youtube/pinterest or go to a friend and ask them to show 
me. 
 
 
 



Interview with Sarah Schoemann (~30): 
What kind of knitter do you consider yourself? How did you learn to knit? 
So I haven't knitted in years, but I've gone through phases of being way 

into it and at one time invested in a lot of "gear" for it. I thinkkkkk I learned in 
school as an elementary schooler? But just how to do a straight knit stitch. I think 
my sister taught me how to pearl at home a bit later? As a teen I took a class on 
knitwear design and got really into using diff materials to knit and using really 
oversized needles and even objects to make big open weaves. I really liked 
knitting in the round in circular needles. I tried decorative patterns but never did 
any cables or anything more complex than knit-purl patterns. 
 
When you do knit, do you typically read patterns? Where do you look for 
knitting-related resources? 
I used to Xerox pages out of a book I had from a thrift store, because it was pre 
my having a smartphone (or maybe before the mobile web was as sophisticated?) 
I would just look online now! I like to Pinterest stuff I might wanna reverse 
engineer these days 
 
What do you find both helpful and not so helpful when using them? (i.e. what 
could be improved with knitting patterns) 
Hmmmm well I was intimidated by really complex ones, and I also tend to really 
enjoy the repetitive part of knitting so I stayed away from stuff that involved 
having to go back n forth between a pattern in the project a lot. I tended to do 
projects like scarves, shawls, bags- stuff with pattern pieces that were large and 
uniform where I could learn the stitch and then just wing it 
 
If you hypothetically had one website or app that you could use as a home base 
for all your knitting needs, what info would it have? Would you prefer an app or a 
website? 
hmmm, I think a website with good mobile support? I like instructables a lot for 
the way that it encourages clear, thorough instructions, lots of pictures. I like that 
I can "favorite" things I'm interested in making, save lists of themed projects 
together (similar to pinterest) 
 
I would say a website rather than an app because I think its more fun to browse 
for project ideas on a computer 
 
although it'd be nice to be able to access instructions easily on my phone 
 
so I think a website optimized for mobile would be good for that 
 



 

April 13, 2016 

Interview with Wendy Koehler (57): 
What kind of knitter do you consider yourself? 
I am a process knitter, I enjoy the knitting and don't worry too much about how 
long it takes for me to finish a project. 
 
How did you learn to knit? 
I learned to knit when I was very young.  My mother taught me so that she would 
no longer have to knit hats and mittens for the family.   When I got older I taught 
myself new things through books or magazines (no internet back in those days) 
 
If you learned to knit online, what tutorials did you use? What did you find helpful 
or unhelpful about them? 
Most of the online knitting classes do not really interest me.  Having taught myself 
from books and such, I find I'd rather just watch a quick video or something and 
move on rather than spend an hour or more on a single technique.  I have taken 
online classes on sweater design and fit, but even those I tend to just skip through 
and find what I need for right now rather than watching the entire class. 
 
Do you use knitting patterns? If so, where do you typically find your patterns? 
I find most of my pattens through the Ravelry website now.  The patterns 
themselves come from all over, individuals, websites, magazines. I also have a 
large collection of knitting books that I use for inspiration. Most of the time I will 
start with a written pattern, then alter it for a different yarn, a better fit, a different 
shape etc. 
 
if you had one website or app that you could use as a home base for all your 
knitting needs, what info would it have? Would you prefer an app or a website? 
Ravelry is already my go-to place for all things knitting (and weaving and 
spinning). As far as apps, I use simple counter apps to help keep track of rows and 
stitches when I'm doing complicated cable or lace patterns.  The only other thing I 
can think of that might be helpful (and might already be out there, but I've been 
too lazy to search) is an app or website that would help calculate yardage when 
substituting yarn.  No real preference as to which. 

Interview with Jamie Kazenstein: 
What kind of knitter do you consider yourself? How did you learn to knit? 



Definitely beginner. I tried to learn from my grandmother, but was unable to do 
so, perhaps because she's been knitting for most of her life. I attempted again a 
few months later via youtube videos and found it to be super easy. I'm continuing 
to use knit patterns and youtube videos to learn new stitches and slowly learn 
more about diff. types of yarns and needles. 
 
What would you say made your grandmother's instructions hard to follow? And, 
to follow up, what made youtube videos more accessible? 
I think outside of the fact that we are generations apart, knitting is second nature 
to her. She's so removed from being a beginning knitter that she doesn't know the 
best way to frame instructions for someone with no exposure. She's used to being 
able to jump into using any kind of yarn and any size needles. She's also used to 
all the many ways you can cast onto your needles. Since she's at such an 
advanced place in her knitting, I think everything to her must feel like the same 
level of easy. Also, I think when you have that much knowledge on a subject, it 
makes it more difficult to think back to the order in which you acquired that 
knowledge. 
 
The youtube videos explained new terms as they used them and focused on 
repeated practice with a stitch before speeding through multiple rows. I am 
confident now that I have a grasp of the basics that I could pick up with my 
grandmother now and follow along with her teachings. 
 
How do you go about starting a new knitting project? 
Ravelry.com. I was fortunate enough to be best friends with two long-time 
knitters. I asked for advice from them on where to start, and they recommended I 
learn little by little as I do new patterns rather than comprehensively looking at all 
knitting stitches, needles, yarn types and weights, etc. They both urged me to join 
the ravelry community and pick beginner level patterns there. 
 
They have also begun to invite me on outings to yarn stores and nearby knitting 
conventions 
 
What would you say makes the beginner level patterns accessible? 
i'm only 4 patterns in, but it looks like they make fewer stitch changes, focusing 
only on 2-3 types of stitches, and they don't have special techniques around the 
ends of each row that require dropping or casting off specific stitches. So overall, 
fewer techniques used in one pattern. 
 
You said you use Ravelry, but if you hypothetically had one website or app that 
you could use as a home base for all your knitting needs, what info would it have? 
Also, would you prefer an app or a website more? 



In a perfect world, I would want a website (with an abbreviated app version) that 
had (1) a directory of patterns (2) a listing of yarn stores in my area with sales and 
special events (3) a built in video channel with clips on each type of stitch that you 
could look over as you came across new stitches in patterns (4) and some kind of 
component to teach you about yarn quality. 
 
Do you remember what YouTube videos you liked the best? 
no, i'm sorry. 
 
Do you remember the general search terms you used to find videos? 
beginner knitting and the name for the type of stitch 
 
i also looked into videos where you are walked through doing an entire pattern. I 
found those most helpful 
 
Could you tell me more about the pattern videos? Like, did they explain how to 
read a pattern or was it more walking you through a specific project? 
walking through a specific project. They showed you the final piece, yarn used, 
needle type and size, and then the person in the video would knit the project 
alongside you. 
 
it was ideal because you could tell right away if you were doing something wrong, 
but also because they could point out if they had done something wrong and 
needed to fix. 
 
 

Interview with Beth Sutton: 
First, what kind of knitter do you consider yourself? Second, when/how 
did you learn to knit? 

I consider myself a basic knitter. I've made sweaters, vests, scarves, small Barbie 
clothes, but nothing very complicated. I learned to knit as a child, but have really 
knitted more as an adult. As a child I never learned to cast off, and wasn't taught 
to cast on properly (or perhaps I didn't understand!) 
 
To clarify, you have or have not knitted more as an adult? How do you go about 
starting a new knitting project? 
I have knitted more as an adult, but I haven't knitted in several years. 
 
I have an idea for a project now. I'd like to knit some fingerless mittens to replace 
ones that I lost. So I'll look for a pattern and then yarn. Sometimes I have just 
found yarn I liked and knitted a scarf with it, but typically I start with a pattern. 



 
What might you say are the advantages of traditional sewing/knitting patterns? 
What might make them more accessible, while keeping the original integrity? 
Good question. I like having a nice photo of what the item is going to look like 
(rather than a line drawing), and directions that are easy to follow. As a knitter 
that is sporadic, having a key to the abbreviations is probably helpful. It has been 
long enough since I knitted that I haven't looked to see what my online options 
are. 
 
Where do you like to knit? What's the ideal environment for you when knitting? 
I like to knit in the car, watching tv... I don't generally just sit and knit, it is a way to 
do something useful while doing something else. 
 
Is it the same when you're trying to learn a new pattern or learning a new 
technique? 
No, if I'm trying to learn something new, I work with someone who knows how. I 
can't learn from a book. Probably could learn from youtube, but like I said, I 
haven't knitted recently enough for that to have been a good option. 
 
If you hypothetically had one website or app that you could use as a home base 
for all your knitting needs, what info would it have? Also, would you prefer an app 
or a website more? 
Probably an app that would work on a tablet, not a phone. I'd love something I 
could store patterns in, links to projects I'm interested in, kind of an expanded 
pinterest for knitting. I'd like tips and tricks... I think some type of social aspect 
where you could show off projects... Now maybe all this exists somewhere else, 
and since I'm kind of out of the knitting world at the moment, these suggestions 
may be redundant. So understand my thoughts are things that come to mind not 
having a clue about the current marketplace… 
 
If I was knitting regularly, then I might be willing to have add ons that I could 
purchase within the app. Pattern of the month that is free, just during that month 
to subscribers and then is for sale after that? Maybe credits for actually knitting 
the pattern of the month and posting a photo of the finished project... 

Thoughts for the Design Guidelines 
Imagine how people would be sitting during this process. Hands are occupied, so 
imagine that experience. 



April 14, 2016 
Something like Songza’s (now Google Play’s) mentality of “It’s X time of day...knit 
something for…relaxing, focusing, etc”  might be cool. But different so that it’s 
simpler than time of day. 
 
Hands free design. Could be voice command, but we all know how well that goes. 
Not many people really actually do that.  
 
Still need to mull the feedback over some more.  
 
Learning styles. How to submit your own learning style. 

April 16, 2016 

Interview with Janet Murray: 
What kind of knitter do you consider yourself? How did you learn to knit? 
I learned from my mother when I became an aunt at 12 years old. Or maybe 

a few was later. I am intermediate. I can make a baby sweater or an afghan or a 
scarf or hat with good instructions. I don't do patterns that take intensive 
counting like 2 Color reindeer but I like cables or yarn over type patterns. I also 
crochet. 
 
Could you tell me more about the patterns you use? Specifically, what you find 
helpful about some and not so useful about others? 
Good question. Abbreviations are a barrier and they would be best tied to video 
instead of diagrams. I am impatient with matching stitches to inch and rarely do a 
test swatch. I think there are both letter and number systems for needle size so 
equivalence is confusing. I have given up on some instructions as not explicit 
enough. Transposing for size is confusing -- like making an infant sweater pattern 
bigger for a one year old 
 
How do you go about starting a new knitting project? 
Preferred method is pick out yarn and get instructions personalized in store but 
no such stores any more so have to use magazines. 
 
Or I just pick up leftover yarn and start something simple like squares 
 
Do you look online for patterns or inspiration? 
 



 

April 17, 2016 
Inspiration: Google Play Music, formerly Songza 
Making three options for what you want to do that will determine setup for rest of 
the page. 

 
 
There’s a knitting reference library! 
https://archive.org/details/knittingreferencelibrary&tab=collection 
 
I made a rough prototype with a landing page that has 3 activities styled after 
Songza. 
Learning, relaxed, and hardcore; might not be the best categories, but it’s what 
I’ve got so far.  
 

Interview with Whitney: 
 
What kind of knitter do you consider yourself? How did you learn to knit? 
I'm a casual knitter, I keep a project with me at all times. I learned to knit 
when I was 15, from the mother of my stepmother. She was a sweet old 

lady who made us hats for Christmas, and I begged her to teach me how. 
 
What did she teach you? 
First she taught me the garter stitch, to knit every row, because that was the brim 
of the hat. When I got good at that, she taught me how to purl so we could make 
the body of the hat. And then decreases, so it would fit. I didn't learn to cast on or 
bind off for a long time. 

https://archive.org/details/knittingreferencelibrary&tab=collection
https://www.facebook.com/fuzzyoctopus
https://www.facebook.com/renaissancerachel
https://www.facebook.com/fuzzyoctopus


 
How do you go about starting a new project? 
 
I have to wait for inspiration to hit, or for someone to ask me for a specific thing. 
The last project I finished was for my friend, because she saw some pictures on 
pinterest. I usually do research on the yarn and pattern, and do a test swatch to 
see if everything looks ok together. I'm currently working on a patchwork blanket 
for my daughter, inspired by her favorite tv show. It's taking a long time because 
I'm designing it myself, pattern and gauge and everything. 
 
How are you designing the pattern? How do you research yarns and patterns? 
It's a paw print motif, repeated on a bunch of squares. I couldn't find a pattern for 
it, so I had to just make it over and over again until the finished square looked like 
I wanted it to, lots of trial and error. I started the design around Thanksgiving, and 
I hope to have the blanket done by October. Research for me is about finding 
what works for my style. I look at pattern books, I check pinterest when I have 
questions, and I spend a lot of time in craft stores just looking at and feeling yarn. 
I will usually buy a yarn before I know what I want to make with it, so I have a ton 
at home. It's my "projects awaiting inspiration" storage area. 
 
This is great! something else, etc) 
I get most of my knitting done when listening/watching something else. Lately, I 
do it when my professors are lecturing while I follow along in the text, because 
I've found that I remember better when I'm actively doing something. But I also 
knit during my breaks at work, before bed, and when watching TV with my 
daughter. 
 
If you had one website or app that you could use as a home base for all your 
knitting needs, what info would it have? Also, would you prefer an app or a 
website more? 
I'd prefer an app, for the convenience. It would have a design tool, so that I can 
keep track of my stitches and colors without having to write it all out. Also a 
translate option, so that when I'm teaching people they can upload a pattern and 
it will automatically decode all the abbreciations. And it would have to have a way 
to keep my progress in a pattern, like a line counter. Amd finally, an area to type 
notes on a pattern, for when I figure out a shortcut or term that works better for 
me. 
 
 

April 18, 2016 
Becomes a specific instance of the page? What was I saying? 

https://www.facebook.com/renaissancerachel
https://www.facebook.com/fuzzyoctopus
https://www.facebook.com/renaissancerachel
https://www.facebook.com/fuzzyoctopus
https://www.facebook.com/renaissancerachel
https://www.facebook.com/fuzzyoctopus
https://www.facebook.com/renaissancerachel
https://www.facebook.com/fuzzyoctopus


 
Core goals 
 
Basic necessities knitting needles and yarn 
 
Guidelines are practices/categories of things I need to attend to to make this 
project successful 
 
Observations: facts 
Insights: things to address from facts 
Guidelines:  
 
 
I don’t have to think about feasibility!  
 
 
Wearable counter 
http://www.jefflinwood.com/2014/07/samsung-gear-smartwatch-app-knitting-
puppy-row-counter/ 
 
1 slide for setup and 3 slides for prototype (maybe 3 parts of prototype and 
guidelines) and make case back to arguing for practice and guidelines; best parts 
of idea  
 
Exploring prototypes based on guidelines 
 
How does it connect to practice and is justified 
 
Toggle the stitches 
 
Wearables: real time feedback 

● Haptic: vibration or movement 
 
 
Guidelines for prototype 
 

April 19, 2016 
Initially, I wanted to design an instructional experience for facilitating learning to 
knit. However, after reflection and interviews, I decided that developing a tool to 
augment the practice of knitting itself. 
 

http://www.jefflinwood.com/2014/07/samsung-gear-smartwatch-app-knitting-puppy-row-counter/
http://www.jefflinwood.com/2014/07/samsung-gear-smartwatch-app-knitting-puppy-row-counter/


This would involve smart knitting needles that would both keep track of the 
specific stitch a knitter is using as well as the count. The needles would keep track 
of the last place the person was in the pattern. 
 
Final project should: clearly, but succinctly, communicate your activities of 
participation in the creative practice or hobby, the insights gleaned from that 
participation, a set of actionable design guidelines, and a prototype of an 
application or features of an application to support that practice. and.  In 
addition to a visual / oral presentation, you will also submit a written 
document containing the same information.  
 
Communicate my activities of participation in the creative practice or hobby 
Insights 
Design Guidelines 
Prototype 
 
 
 
 
Background 
When I was nineteen, I decided that I wanted to learn how to knit. I remember 
wanting to be able to take yarn and shape it into a new creation. This was also 
around the same time that I discovered Pinterest and that’s actually how I found 
the website I used to teach myself to knit.  
 
There were definite pros and cons. I could pause and rewind the video whenever I 
wanted, but I also couldn’t ask questions or have someone show me the correct 
technique. After many failed attempts, I finally learned the basic knit stitch and 
then the purl stitch. 
 
However, I never did learn how to read knitting patterns. For several reasons. One, 
they’re incredibly complex with a lot of insider language. Two, I like to knit as an 
activity to occupy my hands while doing something else, like watch TV or while on 
a long car trip (when I’m not the one driving). Three, patterns involve complicated 
specifications such as needle gauges, needle size, yarn type, and yarn length. I’ve 
gotten to the point where I just have a lot of yarn and I’d have to convert patterns 
to my purposes. Which is too much effort. 
 
Concept 
Initially, I wanted to focus on patterns and how I can design a system for 
effectively teaching self-taught knitters to read knitting patterns. After 
conducting 23 virtual interviews, I realized that there are broader, systemic issues 



when it comes to knitting. A lot of my interviewees reminded me of complaints 
that I’ve had when it comes to knitting, which led me to reevaluate my idea. 
 
 
Insights 
As I began collecting my interviews, I noticed a variety of trends amongst my pool 
of interviewees. My pool ranged from beginner to intermediate to advanced 
knitters, which gave me a diverse selection to learn from.  
 
My insights include: 

● Complex knitting patterns are a barrier to novice knitters. 
● Casting on and casting off requires reviewing for knitters who have taken a 

break and are returning to the practice. 
●  

 

April 20, 2016 
 
23 interviews!!! 
Augmented knitting needles 

 



What if, rather than selling “smart needles,” they were augmented somehow? It 
could be a removable base that you could add to the ends of any needles. And 
they can come in cute shapes like animals! 
 
 


